Traveling Times
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Important !!!! BETC Regular meetings will now be held the 3rd Thursday of every month at the Boeing Recreation Activity Center (building 9-150 at the Oxbow site)  The September meeting is on the 20th.
Program for September:

Bob and Fran Johnson will wow us with a program on Antarctica.

Greeters and Security for September:

Thank you in advance to Marcella and James Morrow for being our September door greeters and also a huge thanks to Jim Ewing who the very important Security position at the front door.

Thanks again to our August door greeters, Kesa Pearce and Ted Pineda, and Jim Ewing for security.  Also a big thank to Rose Yamada and again Ted and Kesa for helping Blanche with the clean up duties.

Also, a big thanks to those who helped to set up and take down the chairs before and after the meeting!

It is a big help if I can know in advance who the door greeters will be for the rest of the year so let me know at the September meeting if you can help us out by being door greeters and give Jim a month off from his security duties.  It is a great way to meet Club members and encourage guests to join!

Blanche and Alex did a great job of engineering the move and getting us settled in our new home, along with many others whose names I should but cannot remember. 
2007 Trips
Port Townsend and the Bloedel Reserve on Bainbridge Island

Friday, Sept. 21, a day trip of 10 hours.  Come explore an historic, Victorian seaport and experience the tranquility and beauty of the Bloedel!   We will leave from Oxbow at 7:30 and take the Kingston ferry from Edmonds.  We arrive Port Townsend at 10AM and have a guided tour until 11:30. There’s an hour & 1/2 for lunch and shopping; depart Pt Townsend at 1PM. We arrive at the Bloedel Reserve at 2PM and have two hours to enjoy the woodland walks, the bird refuge, the visitor’s center (the Bloedels’ former home), Japanese and moss gardens, reflecting pool, and the beautiful plantings and water features.  If you wish, you can take a walk down the bluff to the Sound.  The Bloedel is a “hidden gem” of the West Coast and is unique in its concept of any garden in the U.S. Catch the 4:30 ferry to return to Seattle by 5:30.  There are 12 of us who have paid for the trip as of now.

 Port Townsend/Bloedel, cont.

BETC FOCAL:  Linda Bagley, 253-852-4616, linda.m.bagley@boeing.com
TOUR PROVIDER:  Beeline Tours, Seattle 

COST: $95 (could be less, per # of participants) Based on the number signed up so far, the cost drops to $85.50.

Yakima Valley Winery Tour:  Sat., Oct. 6th
12 hour trip

Come and join us for a bus trip to Yakima for lunch and to visit the listed wineries.  We will leave at 8:00 AM from Oxbow aboard a Shuttle Express bus for this fun trip.  It will be grape crushing time and a great time to visit Yakima and surrounding wineries!
11:30:  Barrel House (for lunch), Yakima
1:00: Sagelands Vineyards *$5 tasting fee per person /fee is waived upon purchasing a bottle of wine.
2:00: Hyatt Vineyards 
3:00: Silver Lake 
4:00: Portteus 

There is room for 25, so far I have 12 and will have a sign up sheet at the September meeting.  Must have 20 paid for by Sept. 20th or else trip will be cancelled.
So if you are thinking about joining us but have not decided, hurry up and get your check in.  This is going to be a fun trip to Yakima at grape crushing time.
BETC Focal: Marianne (Bunnie) Ballard, 253-657-5572 or  Marianne.B.Ballard@boeing.com
Tour Provider:  Shuttle Express   Cost:  $60.00 (due at time of sign up) plus tip and lunch.  Make check payable to BETC and send to the PO Box ASAP.  We only need 8 more to make this a go.  Come on along.  The fall colors should be beautiful at that time of year!

October/November 2007: Tasmania/Adelaide/Kangaroo Island/Indian Pacific Train/Perth Australia with a Fiji Island Post Trip. 
CLOSED – Departure briefing and trip documentation will be provided at the Sept 20th BETC meeting.
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Pinnacles Desert                              Cradle Mountain                                                 

The Tasmania portion starting October 9th is a pre trip option followed by the Adelaide to Perth main trip with a post trip stop over at the Fiji Islands. In Tasmania we will tour Hobart, Stahan, Huonville Tail, take a Tahune air walk, Gordon River Cruise; visit Cradle Mountain, Smithton, the Jahadi Aboriginal Experience, and Cataract Gorge; and of course see the Tasmanian Devil.

The main trip starting at Adelaide will include a 3 day cruise of the Murray River, a tour of the Adelaide area and a 2 day visit to Kangaroo Island. We will travel 2 days from Adelaide to Perth via the Indian Pacific Train with Golden Kangaroo Service. Our Perth visit will include tours of the area and a motor coach trip up the coast to Monkey Mia and the Pinnacles Desert. 

The return trip from Perth will be back to the USA or to the Fiji Islands for a 5 night stop over. 
 BETC Focal: Alex Henschel 425-277-4017 or alexhenschel@msn.com
Tour Agent: Qantas Vacations, Jeri Wehrle 1-800-641-8772 or  

                      jwehrle@qantasvacations.com 
NOVEMBER 29 -- DECEMBER 5, 2007    BRANSON SHOW TIME!  Seven Days
Day 1)  Fly to Kansas City; one night Harrah’s Hotel/Casino  Day 2)  Tour the Truman Library.  Dinner at Lambert’s; Shoji Tabuchi Show  Day 3)  Visit Old Town Branson and Silver Dollar City.  Dinner at McFarland’s.  Andy Williams Christmas Show  Day 4)  Drive through the campus of the College of the Ozarks.  Sunday brunch at the College.  Matinee performance of Russian Yakov Smirnoff.  Dinner at the Uptown Café and then the Jim Stafford Show.  Day 5)  Morning for the Lowe Family Show.  Dinner on the Showboat Branson Belle with entertainment.  Evening – the Pierce Arrow Show.  Day 6)  Drive to Kansas City via Carthage MO for a visit to the Precious Moments Chapel.  Then on to Kansas City where you visit the Crown Center on the way to your hotel.  Day 7)  After breakfast, fly home.  INCLUDED:  Round trip air fare, all shows as listed, all six breakfasts, one lunch, four dinners.  Space is limited. 

Cost: A $200 deposit holds your place.  Total per person $1,597. 
BETC Focal:  Blanche Arbogast, 253-833-0795.

Tour Agent: Lou Noess, 206-824-4682.
LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS, Sunday, DECEMBER  9th
Attend a mid-afternoon Dessert Theater and indulge in gourmet desserts while you watch professional actors in a Christmas play.  After the performance you will walk into a fairyland of lights and decorations covering several acres.  Over ONE MILLION lights are used to create this outdoor Wonderland.  Several interesting dinner options include the Western BBQ Buffet accompanied by Western music, the Victorian Tea Shop with lighter fare, and the Joyland Cafe with chicken pot pie.  Another option is the outdoor Joyland Station with hot dogs and sodas.   A wagon ride and/or a train ride around the grounds will help you become oriented.  Youngsters may enjoy pony rides, toy making at Santa's workshop, a visit with Santa himself and a talking Spruce tree.  Entertainment includes musical and dancing groups performing in the Joyland Auditorium, a fascinating story-teller in Blue Mountain Lodge, the Victorian Carolers and Step 2 Theater (small additional charge) with children of all ages performing in a short production.  A not to be missed treat is a bag of fresh hot donuts accompanied by a cup of hot cider, hot chocolate or coffee/tea.  Several shops offer hand-made crafts and interesting seasonal items that make great Christmas gifts.  Transportation will be by coach with convenient pick-up and drop-off sites.

Updated Information:  Pickup places will be arranged for Auburn, Oxbow and Everett.  Prior to arriving at Warm Beach, a two hour stop at Seattle Premium Outlets in Tulalip has been arranged for shopping with discount coupons and for lunch.

Lights of Christmas, cont.

Deposit Due Now:  $25 is due now to reserve the bus and space at the Baylight Dessert Theater.  Make check to BETC and mail to Treasurer Barbara Elliott, PO Box 2546, Renton, 98056

Total Cost : $70 due October 20.  Includes transportation, entrance to Lights of Christmas and Baylight Dessert Theater. 

BETC Focal: Bill and Lee Ann Johnson 253-852-3454 or balajo@comcast.net
BETC Christmas Party:  December 20

Our party this year will have a Western theme.  Blanche has also added a “the oldest” contest to the festivities, i.e., who can come up with the oldest copy of the BETC newsletter, the oldest copy of the old Boeing News newspaper, etc.  Due to constraints on the club’s budget, decorations will be eliminated and the food served will not be as elaborate as in the past (but there will be food!).  So put on your best western duds, dust off that cowboy or straw hat, search for those old newsletter copies, and come and join in the festivities!!

Focal:  Blanche Arbogast, Hospitality Chair, 253-833-0795.

2008 BETC Trip Planning
March 2008: Ladies Spa Trip- Cancelled!!!!
The ladies Spa trip to Las Vegas has been cancelled due to insufficient interest by Club membership.

Holland and Belgium Springtime: April 18 to May 2, 2008
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Start with an optional 3 night pre- trip cost is ($545 per person, double occupancy) to explore the city of Amsterdam. Depart Seattle on April 18, 2008. Connect to Main trip on April 22nd. 

Main trip departs Seattle on April 21st and ends May 2nd. This is the peak bloom season for all the flowers in Holland and has a 7 day cruise on the M/S Rhapsody to visit Enkhiuzen, Hoorn, the Aalsmeer Flower Auction, Schoonhoven/Keukenhof Flower Park, the Kinderdijk windmills, Willemstad in Holland and 3 nights on land in Brussels. We have only 10 cabins reserved so reservations will be first come, first serve basis!  Ask for availability when reserving this trip.
Cost: $2995 on the Prelude Deck (only 3 cabins available for our group)

Holland & Belgium Springtime, cont.

          $3295 on the Cantata Deck (6 cabins available for our group)   

          $3395 on the Sonata Deck 

          $3645 on the Serenade Deck (Anna and I have reserved Cabin 411)

          Add to the above $300 for airline increase for Seattle departure/return

          and approximately $300 for taxes/fees/port taxes.
          All costs are per person double occupancy.
Deposit: $500 per person at time of reservation 
BETC Focal: Alex Henschel 425-277-4017 or alexhenschel@msn.com
Tour Agent: Grand Circle Travel:

Call 1-800-597-2452 and select option 2 to make your reservation. Identify yourself as a member of the Boeing Employees’ Travel Club

 Service Code GG 83034 with Alex Henschel as the group leader.

1. You can use Grand Circle Travel and Overseas Adventure Travel credits from past trips to reduce your trip cost. You will receive future travel credits to take future GCT/OAT trips.

2. The group leader will receive an approximately 9% trip refund 30 days after the trip completion if we have 11 or more take this trip. This refund will be divided proportionally with the members on this trip.

3. A further discount is provided if you pay total trip cost early.
4.  Insurance is available thru GCT or you can get insurance on your own. I use Travel Guard and get it over the internet, www.travelguard.com
Croatia Trip following the Holland/Belgium Trip: May 1-15, 2008
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Croatia Trip, Cont.

This trip can be taken separately or after the Holland/Belgium trip. If taken separately the departure from Seattle is May 1st, 2008. If taken back to back with the Holland trip, we connect to the Croatia trip on May 2nd. Return to Seattle on May 15th.

Cost:   Seattle departure $2895 plus an estimated $135 in Airport taxes and fees.

            Connect from Brussels $1895 plus an estimated $250 for Europe airfare.
            All costs are per person, double occupancy  

Deposit: $350 per person at time of reservation
BETC Focal: Alex Henschel 425-277-4017 or alexhenschel@msn.com
Tour Agent: Grand Circle Travel at www.gct.com
Call 1-800-597-2452 and select option 2 to make your reservation. Identify yourself as a member of the Boeing Employees’ Travel Club Service Code GG 83034 with Alex Henschel as the group leader. 

You can use Grand Circle Travel and Overseas Adventure Travel Credits from past trips (not the Holland/Belgium) to reduce your trip cost. You will receive future Travel Credits to take future GCT/OAT trips. The group leader will receive an approximate 6% trip refund 30 days after trip completion if we have 16 or more take this trip. The refund will be divided proportionally with the members on this trip. A further discount is provided if you pay the total trip cost early.

Insurance may be obtained thru GCT or obtained on your own
Grand Tour of Britain and Ireland: July 23-August 15, 2008
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Grand Tour of Britain and Ireland, cont.

What's Included- Sightseeing Highlights
· Salisbury: View the Cathedral. 

· Stonehenge: Visit the stone circle. 

· Plymouth: See the Mayflower steps

· Cornish Highlights: Excursion to view St. Michael's Mount and St. Ives. 

· Glastonbury: View the Abbey. 

· Wells: View its majestic Cathedral. 

· Bath: Orientation including a visit to the Roman Baths. 

· Cardiff: See Cardiff Castle. 

· Waterford: Visit the crystal showroom (when open). 

· Cork: Orientation including views of St. Anne's Shandon Church. 

· Blarney: Visit the Castle. 

· Killarney: Ring of Kerry drive. 

· Adare: See the prettiest village in Ireland.
· Limerick: Orientation includes King John's Castle and the treaty stone. 
· Cliffs of Moher: See the seascape towering above the Atlantic. 

· Galway: Orientation tour. 

· Kylemore: View the Abbey. 

· Londonderry/Derry: Sightseeing includes the city walls. 

· Giant's Causeway: Visit this geological formation of huge basalt columns. 

· Belfast: Sightseeing includes the City Hall and Queen's University. 

· Dublin: Sightseeing views of St. Patrick's Cathedral and visits Trinity College to see the Book of Kells.
· Conwy: View the Castle. 

· Chester: Visit the historic city. 

· Gretna Green: Visit this historic site for eloping couples. 

· Glasgow: Orientation tour. 

· Glencoe: See the Vale of Weeping. 

· Isle of Skye: See the island of Bonnie Prince Charlie. 

· Culloden: See the battle site. 

· St. Andrews: See the golf course. 

· Edinburgh: Sightseeing includes a visit to the Castle and views Holyrood House and Arthur's seat.
· Edinburgh: Tickets to the world famous Tattoo are included 

· Jedburgh: See the Abbey. 

· Hadrian's Wall: See the fortifications. 

· York: Walking tour to the Minster for Evensong. 

· Coventry: See the two Cathedrals. 

· Sherwood Forest: See the Church where Robin Hood was married. 

· Stratford-upon-Avon: Visit William Shakespeare's birthplace. 

· Scenic drives across Salisbury Plain, Waterford coast drive, Ring of Kerry, Connemara, North Antrim Coast, Snowdonia National Park, English Lake District, the Scottish Highlands, Road to the Isles, and Borderlands and through the Cotswolds.
 Great Britain and Ireland, cont 
Cost:  Land is $4595 plus round trip air from Seattle to London estimated at $900. Taxes/fees, Airport    charges and security fees will be in the $250 range.  The final cost will be reduced by a group discount, and
the commission BETC receives plus any airline rebates given. This should be in the 15% range for land costs. Insurance is available at $144.  All costs are on a per person basis.
Deposit:  A deposit of $200 per person is required to hold your reservation.
                    Currently we have only 24 spaces reserved for BETC members and guests.   

                    Make your deposit checks payable to BETC and mail to the BETC  PO  Box.
Final Payments:  95 days prior to departure: $200 plus your insurance payment

                                    65 days prior to departure: final payment.  Final payments can be made
                                    by check or credit card.

BETC FOCAL:  Alex Henschel 425-277-4017 or alexhenschel@msn.com
Tour Company: Trafalgar Tours but all Tour questions must be asked and coordinated thru the BETC Trip Focal because of our commission arrangements and to get all questions/answers to all our travelers.

BETC JAPAN TOUR 2008 – 15 Days/13 Nights

Tentative Travel Dates:  October 14 – 28, 2008

Estimated Price $5175.00* PPDO which includes Group Travel Insurance.

· *Price is subject to change since it is based on 2007 Rates.

· No Japan Visa required

· Group size:  20 people

· Departs Seattle for Tokyo with English/Japanese Speaking Tour Director

Tour Highlights Include:  (See Itinerary for Details)
 Tokyo (4 Nights):  Tokyo City Tour-Tokyo Tower Observatory, the Imperial Palace Plaza, Asakusa Kannon Temple; Kamakura Walking Tour – Giant Outdoor Buddha, Hase Kannon Temple; Full Day Nikko Tour- Visit Fabulous Toshogu Shrine, visit Lake Chuzenji and famous Kegon Waterfall; & Full Day Fuji Hakone Tour –aerial cableway on Mt. Komagatake & enjoy cruise on Lake Ashi.

Takayama (2 Nights):  Full Day Walking Tour-lively morning market, Kusakabe Folkcraft Museum, Takayama Jinya & quaint Kami Sannomachi street; Overland Bus.  Transfer to Kanazawa with Sightseeing in Shirakawago –unique farmhouses with joined-hands thatched roofs.

Kanazawa (2 Nights):  Full Day Sightseeing Tour – Nagamachi Samurai Residence, Museum for Traditional Products & Crafts, Nishi Chaya (former Geisha District).

Hiroshima (2 Nights):  The Flame of Peace, Memorial Cenotaph & Peace Memorial Museum; Excursion to Miyajima Island; Walking Tour in Kurashiki.

Kyoto (3 Nights):  Kyoto Sightseeing – Nijo Castle, Golden Pavilion, Kiyomizu Temple & Kyoto Handicraft Center; Nara Sightseeing – Todaiji Temple, world’s largest wooden building that houses the 50-foot-high Great Image of Buddha, Deer Park; Gion Corner Show & Farewell Dinner.

.Japan Trip, Cont 

Tour Also Includes:
Round Trip Economy Air Fare from Seattle

13 Breakfasts/4 Lunches/5 Dinners

7-Day Ordinary Japan Rail Pass

One Checked Bag and One Carry-on Bag per Person

International Tour Escort

Cost:  Approx $5,175 PPDO (VISA, MasterCard or American Express Credit Card Price)

or approx $5,020 PPDO (Cash/Check Price) check made out to Ampac Tours  & mailed to BETC Post Office Box.

1st Deposit:  $500 (Non-Refundable) PPDO (includes Insurance Premium) by November 15, 2007

2nd Deposit:  $1,000 PPDO by April 17, 2008

Final Payment:  By August 21, 2008

BETC Focal:  Mavis LaBounty, 206-878-3514, m_labounty@msn.com (note—there is an underscore between the “m” and “labounty” in Mavis’ email address. Editor)

Tour Company: Ampac Tours, Cheryl Yamashita, 425-742-8585, Cheryl@ampactours.com

Members are encouraged to contact the BETC Focals to indicate your interest in the trip idea and what you would like included in the trip.
POLICIES FOR CLUB-SPONSORED TOURS 

Tour escort costs may be defrayed. BETC cancellation policies are negotiated with carrier (s) and vendor (s) at the time of contract and will vary with each trip or event. Portions of a trip may not be refundable. BETC will continue to encourage “wait lists” to help find replacements for cancellations. Non-Members are welcome to come as BETC member guests on any trip. For most trips, a small fee for non-members will be added: $2 for short trips (1-2 days), $5 for medium (3-6 days) and $10 for trips lasting seven days or more. Also, the Release of Liability and Indemnification Agreement form must be signed by members and guests. 
Please Note:  Expression of interest in trips sponsored by the club helps our vendors and us tremendously in planning for these trips. Please call or e-mail the BETC Focal or another Board member, or put your name on a sign-up sheet at the meeting if you are serious about a trip.
Remember: Your only guarantee of a place on any trip is to put down a deposit.  Acronym Definitions: ppdo per person, double occupancy ppso per person, single occupancy.
Guest Policy
Guests are always welcome at BETC meetings and can travel on BETC trips with BETC members. The following guidelines are to be followed.

1. A Release of Liability and Indemnification Agreement is signed by each guest.

2. A minimum ratio of 2 to 1 of member to non-member participation is maintained. 

3. Company Office Insurance issues approval.

4. Regular members have first priority for participation.

5. Guests are sponsored by a Regular Club member. 

6. Guests are not allowed to participate in Club activities on a consistent, consecutive, continual and/or frequently reoccurring basis.
Boeing Employees’ Travel Club 2007 Board of Trustees 
President: Alex Henschel H: 425-277-4017; alexhenschel@msn.com 
Vice President: Marianne (Bunnie) Ballard H: 206-824-6822

marianne.b.ballard@boeing.com
Treasurer: Barbara Elliott W:206-662-5995; H:425-228-8665; barbara.r.elliott@boeing.com 
Secretary: Mavis LaBounty H: 206-878-3514; m_labounty@msn.com

Membership: Bill Johnson  H: 253-852-3454 or balajo@comcast.net

Hospitality: Blanche Arbogast H: 253-833-0795 
Sunshine: Mary Lou Call H: 425-255-8550 or mlcall@aol.com
Webmaster: Jiin Chen H: 425-255-1865; ac1239@msn.com 

Assistant Webmaster: Mike Yamada H: 425-427-9332; yamod@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor:  Linda Bagley H: 253-852-4616; linda.m.bagley@boeing.com
Address:  718 Marion St., Kent WA 98030, in case you have something to mail me

Assistant Newsletter Editor: Bill Forde H: 425-337-4179; wildfire@geminico.com 
Meeting Master/Audio-Visual: Rod Call H: 425-255-8550 or rfcall@aol.com 
Past President: Judy Bosnake W: 425-965-2163 H: 425-432- 0789                                       judy.a.bosnake@boeing.com
BETC Security: Jim Ewing H: 253-852-5715; jamesmewing5@hotmail.com 
Boeing Recreation Advisor: Evelyn Alexander W: 206-655-1952; evelyn.l.alexander@boeing.com
BETC WEBSITE: http://www.betravelclub.com 
News items and editorial comment in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Boeing Company

Membership
If the date is May/June/July/August, 2007, please renew your membership today. Complete and sign the membership renewal form and the Indemnification Agreement form that was included with the January Newsletter, enclose a check for your annual dues and mail it to BETC or give it to our Membership Chairman, Bill Johnson, or our Treasurer, Barbara Elliott. Your membership is important so please renew. Also forms are available at the Regular Meeting or on our website. 

Qualifications for BETC Membership
The Club had to certify that our current membership met the following requirements. Several members had to be released because they did not meet these membership requirements.
Here are the membership requirements as determined by Boeing Recreation:

  Participation in the Recreation Program is open to the following without regard to race, 

  color, gender, sexual orientation, age, religion, national origin, status as a special disabled

  veteran, or the presence of a disability. Regular membership as per our application form.
      a. Boeing employees and retirees. 

      b. Spouses and dependents, as determined by the IRS, of Boeing employees and 

          retirees. Spouses can stay as members after the Boeing employee or retiree is 

          deceased.

      c. Domestic partners, as defined by Boeing, of employees and retirees.

d. Government, customer, contract and vendor personnel assigned full time(Badged by  

     Boeing) to support the company, including their spouses and dependents, subject to  

     Recreation approval.  Membership ceases when they leave their Boeing 
      assignment or retire.
       e. Other non-Boeing individuals proposed for participation and approved by Recreation 

and Insurance.

          Our Club does not qualify for this category of membership per Recreation. 

  Associate Members are defined as:

      a. Former Boeing Employee (attach proof of termination/resignation)

      b. Boeing Employee or Retiree Sponsored member

          Parent, Brother, Sister, Child/Stepchild (Beyond IRS Designation -non dependent)

      The Associate member has to agree that eligibility extends only during the time the 

      Sponsoring BETC member is a Regular Member of the Club.

If undeliverable return to Barbara Elliott, MC 35-60  
Boeing Employees’ Travel Club 
P. 0. Box 3546 
Renton, WA  98056

Next Meeting: September meeting – Thursday, September 20, 2007

                                  
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM    Place: Bldg 9-150, Oxbow Recreation Center, Room 201 

Directions:  From East Marginal Way turn west onto 104th S, go over the bridge and then head left to the parking lot of the Oxbow.  Some of you will be familiar with this site as the location where we often meet to catch our bus for BETC trips.
 Badges 
Please wear your Boeing Recreation or BETC badge during the meetings. If you have a retirement badge or card, please carry it with you to the meetings. This helps us to avoid security issues.

